A funny story about copyrights and the Internet.

(See especially the reactions to the following essay!)

Participant „A“ from country „X“  posted this essay on question C4 on 24/12/2004:

Hi this is A’s topic.


HOW DO YOU IMAGINE EUROPE IN THIRTY YEARS TIME?


Obviously in thirty years time Europe will change a lot. Its technology will be wider. Its economy will be better than now. There will be more energy around Europe.

There will be more environmental protection both from the EU and from other new institutions and councils. The EU will set more new agreements that are similar to the Kyoto Protocol (Japan) on global warming. The EU will persuade other countries like Kyoto in Japan to reduce harmful gases and the EU will stop those that are harming and spoiling our nature and of course the life of every single species of an animal. Rivers will be cleaned up from pollution by the help of the new technology that will be invented. It would be like a gigantic sucker with a filter. With this sucker the rivers and the sea will be filtered again. Our seas and rivers will turns out to be the cleanest. Therefore there will be more fish and other specious of animals living in it. A new organization will be established. Its job will be specific about the environment and its solutions. Who will shoot animals will have to pay taxes all year round and if he does not do so he will be sent one year in prison. 

In thirty years there will be at least thirty countries and these will be very good for these countries' economies. And people will have a better life. There will be no wars especially in Eastern Europe. Relations among NATO, EU, USA and Russia will be perfect. I imagine Europe protected from terrorism. Many new tunnels and new bridges will be constructed to join states. They will be like a powerful chain. Therefore commerce will be faster than now. Every European country will have the same currency which will be the Euros. The European monetary Union&#8217;s (EMU) aim will be that of enhancing economic prosperity in a safer and more stable environment than it is now.

Our supply of electricity will be as everyone dreams about. When you enter your house you just clap your hands and the light turns on. To enter your house you do not even need a key you just place your hand in front a computer. The computer identifying your finger-prints, will know that you are a member of the family, so the door will open for you. The television will change into a huge screen, the size of your room&#8217;s wall. It will be like a cinema screen but the difference is that you are seeing it at home.

People from different countries cross Europe without problems at customs. They will get to know new cultures. I imagine Europe cleaner, safer, with powerful economics, with no poverty and I see a lot of happy people.

Greetings from ....


Four months later there came this reaction from participant „B“, country „Y“, 20/04/2005:


WELL DONE

You have wonderful ideas. Especially that of how cleaning the rivers and seas. Excellent!  You also have a wonderful ability of how to use your computer, by simply clicking on others information and copying whole documents especially mine: Alessia Galdes, Malta and some sentences from the information of Ivan Valchev, Bulgaria.  You know well how to use copy and paste. Well Done.  It will be better if you do not do this again 
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Answer from participant „A“ to participant „B“ (12/05/2005):

Hi ....,
I'm really sorry about what happened. It wasn't my intention to present your work for this project. The story goes like this:
My English high school teacher came up to me one day and gave me a list of 30 topics. She said she wanted me to write an essay about one of them. She didn't mention that my essay was meant to be used in this project. I thought it was some kind of school assignment. Since I didn't have enough time to do it by myself, I searched google and found yours (by coincidence). I am really sorry if this upset you, it was in no way my intention. Truly I didn't know what the assignment was for. If I knew the essay was going to be used for this project, I would have surely written it myself. Be sure it won't happen again. I also assure you that I wrote this response myself and didn't just copy paste it :-). I hope you understand my position, and again I'M SORRY. 

And here’s participant B’s original essay (posted: 28/11/2004):

HOW DO YOU IMAGINE EUROPE IN THIRTY YEARS TIME?

Obviously in thirty years time Europe will change a lot.  Its technology will be wider. Its economy will be better than now.  There will be more energy around Europe.

There will be more environmental protection both from the EU and from other new institutions and councils.  The EU will set more new agreements that are similar to the Kyoto Protocol (Japan) on global warming. The EU will persuade other countries like Kyoto in Japan to reduce harmful gases and the EU will stop those that are harming and spoiling our nature and of course the life of every single species of an animal.  Rivers will be cleaned up from pollution by the help of the new technology that will be invented. It would be like a gigantic sucker with a filter. With this sucker the rivers and the sea will be filtered again.  Our seas and rivers will turns out to be the cleanest. Therefore there will be more fish and other specious of animals living in it. A new organization will be established. Its job will be specific about the environment and its solutions. Who will shoot animals will have to pay taxes all year round and if he does not do so he will be sent one year in prison. 

By thirty years time many new tunnels and new bridges will be constructed to join states. They will be like a powerful chain. Therefore commerce will be faster than now. Every European country will have the same currency which will be the Euros. The European monetary Union’s (EMU) aims will be that of enhancing economic prosperity in a safer and more stable environment than it is now.

Our supply of electricity will be as everyone dreams about.  When you enter your house you just clap your hands and the light turns on. To enter your house you do not even need a key you just place your hand in front a computer. The computer identifying your finger-prints, will know that you are a member of the family, so the door will open for you. The television will change into a huge screen, the size of your room’s wall. It will be like a cinema screen but the difference is that you are seeing it at home.
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