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PR O J E C T S U M M A R Y
P le a se d e scr ib e b r ie f ly th e o ve ra ll g oa l an d o b je c t ive s o f t h e p ilo t p roje ct .
C onc e iv in g th e w h o le c ity as a lear n in g ar ea ou r pr ojec t f ocu ses on ou td oor -
ac t iv it ie s (a p p lied cu ltu r a l s tud ies ) a s p ar t of th e r eg u lar curr ic u lu m . T h e se m in i-
pr oje c ts take p la ce e ver y tw o w eeks w ith in th e te ach in g lesso n s . T h e stu d en ts
g et th e op p or tu n ity to ex tend th e ir co m m u n ic a t ive , in ter cu ltur a l an d soc ia l
co m p eten c es as w e ll as to  im prove  on a var ie ty of s tu d y sk ills .

T A R G E T G R O U P
P le a se in d ica te ag e , g e n d er , n a t iona l p ro f ile an d n u m b er o f stu d e n ts in t h e p ilo t g r o u p an d le ve l o f
th e ir la n g u ag e p ro f ic ie n cy a cco rd in g to th e E u rop e an F ram e w o rk .
< p ilo t gr ou p A V 4 , leve l of la n gu ag e pr of ic ien cy : A 1
< 2 1 s tu d e n ts fr om 11 cou n tr ies (T ur key 9 , C h ina 2 , Ir an 2 , N ig er ia 1 , K on g o 1 ,
C o lu m b ia 1 , I n d ia 1 , B osn ia 1 , A lb an ia 1 , B u lg ar ia 1 , P o lan d 1)
< 9 f em a le , 12 m a le
< ag e : 18 – 3 7 y ear s (a ver ag e : 2 3 ,7 y ear s , 9 s tu d en ts ar e 19 – 2 1 year s o ld )
< 5 d r op-ou t s tu d en ts , th e other 16 stu d en ts f in ished th e co ur se success f u lly ,
pa ss in g on to th e f o llow ing leve ls : 3 s tu d e n ts w en t on to leve l V , 8 to leve l F , 4
to leve l F F , 1 to leve l W F
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PI L O T P R O J E C T R E L A T I O N T O C H A G A L P R I N C I PL E S
P le a se sp e c if y h o w y ou r pro je c t f its into th e C H A G A L C u rr icu lu m G u id e lin e s .
< h e lps th e stu d en ts to g et or ien ta t io n in th e n ew cou n tr y / cu ltur e , o ver co m e
th e in it ia l lan gu a g e b ar r ier a n d par t ic ipa te in soc ia l a n d d a ily - lif e f a s ter (“s oc ia l
inc lu s ion ”)
< m a in ly im pr oves th e tw o ar eas of s tu d en ts´ ever y d ay - la ng u ag e co m p ete n ce a n d
pr ob lem -so lv in g co m p et en c e
< s tr en g th en s s tu d e n ts´ lear n ing au tono m y a n d in tr od u ces som e of th e
(a ca d em ic ) ex it co m p et en ces su ch as in f or m at io n m a n ag e m en t , p ar t ic ip a t in g
d is co ur se , u s in g lear n in g a n d w or k in g s tr a teg ies , b e ing soc ioc u ltur a lly an d
in ter cu ltur a lly aw ar e , …

M E T H O D O L O G Y
P le a se g ive a d e sc r ip t io n o f the m e th o d o lo gy that y o u w ill u se to ach ie ve y o u r p ilo t p roje c t
o b je c t ive s . I n d ica te th e t o o ls/ in stru m e n ts th at w ill b e d e ve lo p e d /u se d d u r ing th e p ilo t pro je c t
(e .g . v isu a l a id s , q u est io n n a ires , h an d o u ts , te ac h e r -d eve lop e d m a ter ia ls e tc .) .
pr ep ar a t io n b ef or e ea ch ex cur s ion , t ex t pr od uct ions (s tu d en t-d iar ies … ) ,
ob ser va t io n sh e ets b y th e te a ch er s an d eva lu a t io n sh e ets (a f ter ea c h
ex cur s io n ) , g r ou p d is cu ss ion s , t e a cher -d eve lop ed qu est io n n a ir e on th e top ic
(f illed in b y our p ilo t co ur se an d 11 G er m an cou r ses of a ll le ve ls (A V -F F ) a t th e
V W U in F eb r u ar y 2 0 0 4 )

A C T I O N P LA N
P le a se p ro v id e a sh o rt d e sc r ip t ion o f th e ac t iv it ie s c a rr ie d ou t w ith in y o u r p ilo t (e .g . w h o w as
d o ing w h at an d w h e n ) .
A sur vey of a ll ou td oor -a c t iv it ie s r ea liz ed w ith our p ilo t gr ou p can b e f ou n d in
th e a p p e n d ix .

E X P E C T E D O U T C O M E S
P le a se in d ica te w h at Y O U R id e a o f the ou tcom e s w a s B E F O R E star t in g the p ilo t p roje c t (= te x t o f
y ou r pro p osa l).
W e w er e ex p ect in g a n sw er s to th e f o llow ing h y p o th es is :
(1 ) E x cur s ion s/ ou td oor -a c t iv it ie s ar e su cc e ss fu l if they ar e pr ep ar ed w e ll.
(2 ) A g en er a l incr ea se of th e le ar n er ’s lear n in g aw ar e n ess b y sh ow ing th e
lear n in g ef f ect ou td oo r -ac t iv it ie s can ach ie v e .
(3 ) O u td oor - a c t iv it ie s can m a ke th e stu d e n t ’s use of lear n in g a n d pr ob lem -
so lv in g s tr a teg ies (to p ic s , ex er c ise ty p es , lear n in g p ar tn er s , sh ar ing of
r espon s ib ilit ie s , e lab or a t io n of t im e sc h e d u les etc .) m or e tr a nsp ar en t b y
a llow in g th e stu d e n ts a m or e e x te n d ed u s e of th e ir lear n er - au tono m y .
(4 ) In s ig h ts in t o th e n atur e of f actor s th a t a ttr a c t or d is tr ac t lear n er s
par t ic ip a t io n in th e pr ob lem -so lv ing pr oc ess .
(5 ) O ver a ll a im : in th e lon g r un th e in s t itu t ion a liz a t io n of s im ilar pr oje c t ty p es .
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A C T U A L O U T C O M E S
P le a se com p are th e o u tcom e s A F T E R th e e n d o f th e p ilo t p ro je c t to the e x p e cte d o u tcom e s ab o ve .
(1 ) G oo d pr ep ar a t io n is n o g u ar a n te e f or succe ssf u l ex cur s ion s/ ou td oor -
ac t iv it ie s . E x ter n a l f a c tor s an d gr ou p -d y n am ic s p lay an im p or ta n t r o le , as w e ll
as a po ss ib le lack of gr ou p id en t ity d u e to e x cess ive f lu c tu a t ion  in
atte nd ance / a b senc e .
(2 +3 ) T h e lear n in g eff e ct a n d u se of s tr a teg ies d ur in g ex cur s ion s/ ou td oor -
ac t iv it ie s w er e m ad e tr an sp ar en t .
(4 ) M a ny in s ig h ts in t o the attr ac t in g a n d d is tr ac t in g f ac tor s w er e ga in ed .
(5 ) A t th e V W U our pr ojec t w as m et w ith g r e at in ter es t – in m a n y g r ou ps
ex cur s ions ar e a r eg u la r and im p or tan t p ar t of th e cur r ic u lu m alr ead y . T h e f un d s
for ou td oor -a c t iv it ies h a ve b e e n r a ised , th o u g h a h ig h er b u d g et w o u ld b e d es ir a b le .

L I S T O F S U P P O R T I N G D O C U M E N T S
P le a se lis t the m a te r ia ls y o u h ave d e ve lop e d (e .g . q u e st ionna ires , f o rm s , h a n d o u ts , re co r d s , n o te s ,
stu d e n ts ’ f e e d b ack e tc .). – P le ase in c lu d e the d ocu m e n ts in to th e APPENDIX .
< tea ch in g m ater ia l (h a nd ou ts etc .)
< w or ksh e ets
< qu es t io nn a ir es (a p p e n d ix ) an d eva lu a t io n s h eets
< tex t pr od u ct ion s b y s tu d en ts
< sur vey (a p p en d ix )
- a ll o th er m ater ia ls c an b e sh ow n onr eq u e st

PI L O T P R O J E C T F IN A L E V A L U A T I O N
P le a se an sw e r t h e g u id in g q u est ion s b e lo w as f ar as p o ss ib le . A d d it io na l c om m e n ts are h igh ly
w e lcom e , t h o u g h .
(1 ) T h e ad d ed va lu e of our p ilo t pr ojec t an d th e b en ef it f or th e C H A G A L
stu d en t tar g et gr ou p a r e ob v iou s (e .g . w ith r egar d to a ll c o m p ete n ce s , s u ch a s ,
o n th e on e h an d , se lf -co m p eten ce , su b je c t- or ien ted -co m p ete n ce an d soc ia l
co m p eten c e , an d on th e oth er h an d stu d y sk ills , in ter cu ltur a l- an d soc ioc u ltur a l
co m p eten c es , s c ie n t if ic co m p e ten ce as w e ll a s la ng u ag e pr of ic ien cy ) . A p ar t fr om
th e acq u is it io n of com p eten c es a n d sk ills , ex cur s ions an d ou td oor -a c t iv it ies
con tr ib u te to th e stu d en ts ’ a b ility to a ch ie ve fa s ter an d b etter or ien ta t io n a n d
qu icke r in tegr a t io n int o V ien n e s e  s o c ie ty .
(2 ) T h e stu d en ts of ou r tar g et gr ou p ( lan gu ag e pr of ic ien cy le ve l A 1) w ill now
m ove on to m or e ad va n ced le v e ls . W e th in k th at th e pr o jec t a c t iv it ie s w ill p r o ve
to h a ve b e en a va lu a b le par t of th e p r ep ar a t io n f or th ese h ig h er leve ls a n d for
un iver s ity .
T o illu s tr a te th e f in d in gs a b ove w e att a ch a b lan k qu est ionna ir e (f or th e f in a l
s tu d en ts ’ f e ed b a ck in th e a p p e n d ix ) . C onc lu s io ns a n d g en er a l f in d in gs of
qu est io nn a ir e -d ata co llec ted in F eb r u ar y 2 0 0 4 w ith in 12 G er m an as a F or e ig n
La ng u ag e cour ses a t th e V W U V ie nna ar e th e f o llow ing :
Po s it ive r esu lts :
E x cur s ion s ar e su cc e ss fu l, if ...
 s tu d en ts´ in ter es ts (e .g . m u s ic , b oo ks , h is t or y , tech n o log y , c u ltur e of th e
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h ost coun tr y ) ar e ta k e n in to con s id er a t io n
 s tu d en ts g e t to kn ow som eth in g n ew (e .g . a n e w p la ce ) th at is r e leva n t to

th e m  and  r e la te s  w ith th e ir d a ily liv es in V ienna
 s tu d en ts h av e f u n an d a m u se th e m s e lves
 s tu d en ts ex p er ie n ce for th em s e lv es / so m eth ing “w ith a ll s enses ” a n d lear n

b y lis ten in g , ta s t in g , tou ch ing , ...
 s tu d en ts ar e su ccess f u lly m a ster ing th e ta sks an d h a ve a sen s e of

ach iev em en t
 s tu d en ts r ea liz e th e u sef u ln ess of ex cur s ions f or th e ir la ng u ag e lear n in g (e .g .

ex ten s io n of vo ca b u lar y , pr ac t is in g s tu d y sk ills )
 s tu d en ts g e t n ew (in te r )cu ltur a l in f or m at io n a b ou t V ie nna a n d A u str ia
 in f or m at io n is o ff er e d in a c le ar w ay th a t is ea sy  f or  th e  s tu d e nts to

un d er s ta n d an d m otiv a tes th em to lis te n to th e g u id e
 th e g u id e s h ow s con s id er a t io n f or th e f a ct th at th e stu d en ts ar e n o nat iv e

sp ea k er s of G er m an a n d h as co m m u n ica t iv e s tr a teg ies f or th at sp e c ia l tar g et
gr ou p (e .g . ex p la in ing voc a b u lar y ) a t the ir d is po sa l

 s tu d en ts h av e th e ch a n ce t o g et to kn ow th e ir fe llow stu d en ts b et ter and  to
fee l p ar t of a (soc ia l) g r ou p

E x cur s ion s can b e succ ess fu l w ith som e stu d en ts , if ...
 s tu d en ts g e t th e p oss ib ility to take an a ct ive par t d ur in g th e ex cur s ion s (e .g .

in ter v iew s w ith A u str ia ns , u s in g pr ob lem -so lv ing s tr a teg ies , f oc u s in g on
cer ta in ta sks )

N egat ive r esu lts :
E x cur s ion s m ig h t f lo p , if ...
 s tu d en ts ca n no t u n d er s tan d th e g u id e
 s tu d en ts ar e no t in ter es ted in th e top ic of th e stu d y tr ip , they g et

b or ed q u ick ly
 s tu d en ts ar e (t o a cer ta in ex te n t) proh ib ited  from  agre e ing on  th e

d est ina t io n  o f  th e  e x cu rs ion (t og e th er w ith th e te a cher )
E x cur s ion s m ig h t b e r efu sed b y som e stu d en ts , if ...
 th e en tr an ce f ee is t oo ex p e n s ive
 too m u ch in it ia t iv e is ex p ected fr om th em
 th e e x cur s io n is ex h au s t ing (e .g . s tu d e nts h a ve to  g o  o n  f o o t thr ou g h th e c ity

for a long er t im e )
 w ea th er con d it io ns ar e no t g ood  e nou g h (to g o ou t )
(4 ) S tu d en ts of a ll le ve ls of lan gu ag e pr of ic ie ncy like an d en g ag e in ex cur s ion s . T o
s tu d en ts a t th e A 1 le ve l a n d th e ir tea ch er s ex cur s ion s of te n m ean a ch a llen g e .
W ith h ig h er leve ls (B 2 / C 1) s tu d en ts ar e m or e at ea s e w ith even sop h is t ic a ted
ta sks .
(5 ) E s t im at in g th e ad d ed va lu e of th e pr o jec t f or th e a cad e m ic co m m u n ity a t h o s t
un iver s it ie s w e w an t to e n ha n c e th e im p or t a n ce of a w e ll a nd f u lly acco m p lished
in tegr a t io n of th e stu d en ts in to ev er y d ay lif e to sp e ed u p th e ir in teg r a t io n in t o
acad e m ic lif e .
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(6 ) A lo t of th e p ilo t pr oje c t w or k lo ad h as b ee n d on e w ith in th e tea c h er ’s nor m a l
pr ep ar a t io n h our s f or c la s s . T h e ex tr a w or k w as carr ie d  ou t in th e f o llow in g ar eas :
- co nce p tu a l w or k (q u es t io nn a ir e d es ig n etc .)
- co -or d in a t ing m e et ing s of th e tw o in s tr uc tor s
- sop h is t ic a ted eva lu a t io n of th e f e e d b a ck r ece ived (eva lu a t io n sh eets , 13 5
qu est io n na ir es , … ) – th is is to b e con t in u ed d u r ing s u m m er ter m 2 0 0 4
R esu m in g la s t se m este r ’s ex p er ien ce w e con s id er th e co s t-b en ef it-r a t io as a  g oo d
on e .
T h e lear n ing e ff ect (fo r th e ins tr u c tor s an d f or th e stu d e n ts ) is o u ts tan d in g , th e
f eed b a ck (a ls o fr om th e in ter nat ion a l C H A G A L -p ar tn er s ) is ver y g oo d , th e
op por tun ity to d o a ct io n -r esear ch a n d n e tw or k in g is a ver y va lu ab le on e , an d ,
f in a lly , th e ch a n ce of d o in g sc ien t if ic r es ear ch in th is p ar t icu lar f ie ld is ver y
r ew ar d ing .
(7 ) W e w a n t to con t in u e th e pr oje c t in th e cu rr en t spr ing ter m (F eb r uar y to J u ly
2 0 0 4 ) an d d is tr ib u te th e q u est ion n a ir es aga in (t o s tu d en ts a n d - for th e f ir s t
t im e - to tea ch er s of d iff er en t cour se le ve ls as w e ll) in ord er to ob ta in m or e d ata
an d m or e va lu ab le r esu lts .
T h e conten t of our pr ojec t is t o som e e x ten t a lr ead y p ar t of th e ”m a in s tr ea m ” .
T h er e is a p erm ane nt team co llec t in g m ater ia ls f or ex cur s ions a n d pu tt in g th e m
at th e d isp o sa l of th e te a ch er s .
F ur ther m or e th e a nn u a l f our -d ay ex cur s ion to S a lz b ur g is or g an ised in M ay or
J u n e .
I t w ou ld b e easy to im p lem en t ex cur s ion s a n d ou td oor - a c t iv it ie s b y ob lig ing th e
tea ch er s to or g an ise a t lea s t on e ex cur s io n p er ter m . G e n er a lly th ou g h ex cur s ions
ca n n o t b e ob lig a tor y f or any on e . A ccor d in g to th is se m ester ’s ex p er ienc e tw o
th ir d s of th e stu d e n ts an d tea ch er s w ill p ar t ic ip a te vo lu n tar ily .
H ow ever , b etter f un d ing f or ex cur s ion s w ou ld b e an in c en t ive f or le ss
e n th u s ia t ic s tu d en ts a nd te a ch er s .
T h e p la ce a n d th e t im e for d iscu ss in g th e top ic is th e annu a l in-ser v ice tr a in in g -
p er iod in S ep te m b er .
T h e su pp or t r equ ir ed b y our pr o jec t te am w o u ld con s is t of th e f o llow ing :
 sup por t in g m or e in ter v is io n m ee t in gs d ur ing th e spr ing ter m 2 0 0 4
 sc ien t if ic sup p or t th r ou g h th e a n a ly s is an d co m p ila t io n of sc ien t if ic d ata

co n cer n ing ou td oor - ac t iv it ies an d ex cur s ions
sup p ly of ex p er ie n ces a nd str a teg ies f or a m or e eff ect iv e m a in s tr ea m ing of
our pr o jec t ’s top ic

5


